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ABSTRACT 
The objective of the research is to investigate the effect of using short dialogue in developing 
speaking skill of Grade VIII students at SMP Negeri 12 Palu. The researcher applied pre-
experimental research design. The research populations were Grade VIII students at SMP 
Negeri 12 Palu. The researcher chose the second year students of SMP Negeri 12 Palu as the 
population of this research. It consisted of two parallel classes; VIII A and VIII B.  Its samples 
were 50 students. In collecting its data, she used as pretest and posttest.  The pretest was given 
before was conducted treating the students. The treatment to the students in six times with 
different topics by using short dialogue. The posttest was intended to measure the students’ 
ability in speaking after the treatment. In testing the students speaking ability, the researcher 
considers their fluency and accuracy.  The data were analyzed statistically. The result of the 
data analysis shows that there is significant difference between the pretest and posttest. By 
applying 0.05 level of significance, the researcher found that t-counted 11.82 was higher than t-
table (1.711). It could be concluded that the researcher hypothesis was accepted. In other 
words, short dialogue is effective in developing students speaking skill at Grade VIII students 
of SMP Negeri 12 Palu.   
 
Keyterms: Developing, Speaking Skill;Short Dialogue. 
Tujuan dari penelitian ini adalah untuk mengetahui pengaruh penggunaan dialog dalam 
mengembangkan keterampilan berbicara siswa kelas delapan di SMP Negeri 12 Palu. Peneliti 
menerapkan desain penelitian pra-eksperimental. Populasi penelitian adalah siswa kelas VIII di 
SMP Negeri 12 Palu. Peneliti memilih siswa kelas dua SMP Negeri 12 Palu sebagai populasi 
penelitian ini. Itu terdiri dari dua kelas paralel; VIII A dan VIII B. Sampelnya adalah 50 siswa. 
Dalam mengumpulkan datanya, ia menggunakan tes pretest dan posttest. Pretest diberikan 
sebelum memperlakukan siswa. Perlakuan kepada siswa dalam enam kali dengan topik yang 
berbeda dengan menggunakan dialog pendek. Posttest dimaksudkan untuk mengukur kemampuan 
siswa dalam berbicara setelah perawatan. Dalam menguji kemampuan berbicara siswa, peneliti 
mempertimbangkan kelancaran dan akurasi mereka. Data dianalisis secara  statistik. Hasil 
analisis data menunjukkan bahwa ada perbedaan yang signifikan antara pretest dan posttest.  
Dengan menerapkan tingkat signifikansi 0,05, peneliti menemukan bahwa t-hitung 11,82 lebih 
tinggi dari t-tabel 24 (1,711). Dapat disimpulkan bahwa hipotesis peneliti diterima dengan kata 
lain dialog singkat efektif diterapkan dalam mengembangkan keterampilan berbicara siswa di 
kelas delapan siswa SMP Negeri 12 Palu. 
 
Kata Kunci: Kemampuan Berbicara; dialog singkat.    
 
 
INTRODUCTION 
In daily life, people need to interact with 
other by means of language. In order to use 
language correctly and to avoid 
misunderstanding, we have to learn the four 
skills of language namely: listening, speaking, 
reading, and writing. Furthermore, language 
components are also needed to be mastered  
such  as vocabulary, structure, and spelling.   
 
 
In  Indonesia,  English  is  considered  as            
a  foreign  language. It  is  an  important  for   
Indonesia  people  to  follow  development  of  
English  because it is taught either formally 
from elementary school up to university level 
and informally in course. The latest Indonesia 
curriculum called Kurikulum 2013 claims that 
the grade VIII students of Junior High School 
have to be able to communicate well in English.  
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In junior high school students are expected to 
develop their speaking to reach functional 
literacy it means that they must be able to 
construct meaningful sentences. The statement 
above implies that the students are not able in to 
the aspects of language itself, but also they must 
be able to apply and use the language in their 
learning activity. The goal of language  learning 
activity is  to help the students to communicate 
with others through English. 
Speaking is one of the language skills 
that plays an important role in communicating 
with other people. We express our ideas, 
commands, requests, argument, opinions and 
the likes by using  language through speaking 
and writing.  
In relation to teaching technique, the 
researcher conducted research to improve the 
students’ ability on English speaking by using 
short dialogue technique. She conducted 
treatment to the Grade VIII students of SMP 
Negeri 12 Palu. There are some reasons why the 
researcher is interested in conducting this 
research to the Grade VIII students of SMP 
Negeri 12 Palu. First, the students have 
difficulty to speak. Second, the students have 
lack of vocabulary to speak. Third, the students 
have low confidence because their grammar is 
poor. Last, the research wants to help the 
student develop their English. 
When the researcher conducted teaching 
practicum in SMP Negeri 12 Palu, she observed 
the grade VIII students and found that many 
students still got trouble in speaking. Most of 
them had difficulties to choose right words and 
construct them in proper sentences. They also 
seemed hard to respond to the teacher when 
they were given some comments, question and 
classroom instruction in teaching learning 
process. The researcher also conducted the 
interview to the teacher to find out the students 
prior knowledge before pretest. Describe and to 
clarify ability of SMP Negeri 12.  
From the results of the interview, it was 
known that the students had low English 
proficiency. Most of the student were not 
interested in learning English. It made them not 
pay attention when the teacher explained the 
material because the teacher only used 
guidebooks from schools, and does not use 
other methods. Learning methods that are 
commonly used by teachers are in line with the 
KTSP and K-13 methods. The teacher often 
gives a brief explanation of the subject material, 
then gives the task from the English book. 
Students also feel less confident in using 
English in conversations between fellow 
students. From the results of the interview, it is 
also known that in order to get optimal results 
from students, it is necessary to be given 
additional treatment that can support existing 
learning methods.  
Short dialogue is known as a method that 
can develop students speaking ability. Short 
dialogue is a media for students discuss a 
simple topic. In this case, short dialogue means 
a simple dialogue, which is given by English 
teacher to the students to practice in pairs. In 
dialogue, the students are expected to speak 
English by giving ideas, asking question and 
giving response. Having contradictive opinion 
and arguments can stimulate students to support 
their opinion. It is expected that through this 
activity, then the students can apply their 
knowledge of English. It means we can share 
our ideas with other people, make easy to solve 
the problem, and we can get information about 
what we want to know from the other speaker. 
In speaking process, one tries to 
communicate with and send out his/her message 
to the others. In this case, the communication 
needs at least more than one people, a speaker 
who produces a message and listener who 
receive the message. Speaking skill is a crucial 
thing for people to have. People who have a 
good speaking will be able to communicate 
with others, and listeners will be easy to 
understand about what he or she mean. Shortly, 
if someone cannot produce the appropriate 
message, he or she will be fail to communicate 
or interact to each other. There are many 
components that can be considered as 
alternative way to support the speaking skill 
(Heaton,1998). The components are needed by 
students to master their skill in speaking. 
Fluency means speech rates or speed in 
speaking. Accuracy talks about good pronounce 
and grammar. The last component of speaking 
which is considered the most factor in 
supporting speaking is appropriacy. It is way to 
making the interlocutor catch the meaning of 
what speaker say. 
Speaking is a key in communication 
since it is the basic point for communication. It 
is an interactive process of constructing 
meaning that involves producing, receiving, and 
processing information so that the activities in 
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speaking class should cover those producing, 
receiving and processing information. 
In learning a certain subject, especially in 
speaking, motivation is needed. It is one of the 
important factors that greatly affect the 
successfulness of the students. Motivation 
involves processes that occur as individual 
instigate and sustain goal directed action. 
Motivation is related to learning achievement. It 
is important to understand that motivation 
processes should operate in classroom and 
school context if we want to improve education. 
Teachers must be able to provide motivation to 
students in terms of improving speaking skills. 
So that, students are expected to be motivated 
and to be more active in getting better learning 
achievements. 
The dialogue presented as a language 
model, is probably the oldest of all language-
teaching aids. Nearly two thousand years ago, 
the Greeks learned latin from dialogues and 
although many language-teaching techniques 
have come and gone since then, the dialogue 
has survived right down to the present day. 
Dialogue is a process to better understand the 
lives, values, and beliefs of others and others 
understand life, values, and beliefs in each 
other.  
Short dialogue is a light discussion 
media by discussing a simple topic. Sometimes 
the short dialogue discusses the problems that 
are around. Walton (1998) in Cohen (2006) 
defines a dialogue as any characteristic type of 
multiperson exchange that depends on mutual 
expectations about purposes, roles, and 
constraints. It assists in creating environment of 
high trust and openness, with reflective and 
generative capacities. One might think of 
dialogue as a revolutionary approach in the 
development of the following organizational 
disciplines: conflict exploration, decision 
making and problem solving, self-managing 
teams, organizational planning and alignment, 
and culture change. From the above statements 
we know that from dialogue we can 
communicate with other people. It means that 
we can share our ideas with other people, make 
us easy to solve the problem, and we can get 
information about what we want to know from 
the other speaker.  
The purpose of short dialogues are  (a) 
to give training in producing English word (b) 
to give training in arranging a sentence 
correctly (c) to increase the student’s 
vocabulary, and (d) to give training in practice 
spoken English.With frequent training in pairs, 
and applying the conditions according to the 
conversation criteria, students are expected to 
be able to communicate quickly. 
Dialogue in which individuals listen to 
a speaker and react, either by speaking 
themselves or by performing some action, are 
specially well suited for practicing language in 
realistic communication situation. In teaching 
speaking, we also may use dialogues to the 
students as Finocchiaro & Bonomo (1973:155) 
states that, “Dialogue serve many addition 
purpose, however, any which will contribute to 
the growing ability of students to understand, 
speak and later, to read and write while learning 
something of the custom and values of the 
foreign speaker.” 
  Short dialogue is the activity in which 
two or more people ask and give ideas related to 
one specific topic in a short period. In this case, 
short dialogue means simple dialogues which 
are given by English teacher to the students to 
practice in pairs. Adnan & Masyhur (2004) 
state: students can communicate quickly if they 
memorize some conversations. The following 
are some criteria of conversations: 
1. The conversation must be short  
2. The conversation must be natural 
3. The conversation must be logic 
4. The conversation must talk about 
certain situation/imitating real life  
5. The  conversation must be compact 
6. The conversation must be complete 
The purpose of short dialogues are  (a) 
to give training in producing English word (b) 
to give training in arranging a sentences 
correctly (c) to increase the student’s 
vocabulary (d) to give training in practice 
spoken English.With frequent training in pairs, 
and applying the conditions according to the 
conversation criteria, students are expected to 
be able to communicate quickly. 
One of teacher rules as a language 
teacher is to present new material that is to 
teach the meaning of new items which the 
learners will need in order to extend their 
mastery of the language. There are different 
ways of doing this through texts, activities or 
situation but whatever approach will use, the 
main points is effective for students otherwise 
students will not understand what they are 
subsequently required to practice. This main 
concern in the early stages of the language 
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program will almost certainly be the teaching of 
the spoken language, and for a number reasons 
dialogue would seen to be the best suited to this 
purpose. According to Byrne (1976:23) 
1. The present the spoken language 
directly in situation in which it is 
commonly used. 
2. They permit and encourage the 
learners to practice the language in 
the same way. 
3. They encourage active participant in 
the lesson. 
Presenting oral language directly can be 
done by giving examples of sentences that are 
commonly applied in everyday life. This is 
intended to make it easier for students to 
practice other examples in the same way. Thus 
students can actively participate in the lesson. 
 Based on preliminary observation, there 
were many students still had difficulties in 
speaking English. Most of them faced 
difficulties to choose the right words and 
construct them in proper sentences to be 
spoken. The students lacked of confidence to 
speak in front of the class or to each other 
because they were afraid of making mistakes 
especially in pronunciation, construction of 
words and vocabulary. They hardly responded 
to the teacher when he/she gave them some 
comments, questions, and instructions in 
teaching learning process and there are also 
many problems faced by the students. The first 
was that students speaking skill are low. For 
example, the student just spoke few words when 
they were asked to introduce him/herself. The 
students just smiled when the researcher tried to 
converse with them out of the classroom. The 
students were afraid of making mistakes. The 
second was that the students had low motivation 
in learning English. For example, they did not 
pay attention to the teacher, they were not 
enthusiastic on what the teacher explained 
about, the students seemed get bored easily and 
uninterested in material, and some students 
looked sleepy during the instructional activity. 
Furthermore, the students lack vocabulary, 
afraid of making mistake, and lack confidence 
for the purpose of this study. The researcher 
formulates a research question as follows: Does 
using short dialogue develop the student’s 
speaking skill at SMPN 12 Palu? 
  
 
 
RESEARCH METHOD 
In this research, the researchers used 
pre-experimental design. The characteristic of 
pre-experimental design that is no control 
group. Best and Kahn (2006:177) state, “[…] it 
provides either no control group or no way of 
equating the groups that are used”. The 
aforementioned quote summarized that in the 
pre-experimental design, there was only a group 
of experimental and no control group. 
The researcher used pretest and 
posttest. Firstly, the pretest was conducted 
before  the treatment in order to find out the 
prior students’ ability in speaking English. 
Then, the posttest is used to measure the 
students’ ability in speaking English after the 
treatment. The researcher conducted this 
research based on the research design proposed 
by Arikunto (2002:276) as follows: 
 
O1                    X                    O2 
 
Where:  
O1    :pre-test 
O2    :post-test  
X      :treatment 
 
Population is the whole object. Best 
(1981:3) states, “Population is any group of 
individuals that have one or more characteristics 
in common that are interest to the researcher”. 
Based on the definition above, the researcher 
chose the second year students of SMP Negeri 
12 Palu as the population of this research. It 
consisted of two parallel classes; VIII A and 
VIII B. So, the total number of the population is 
about 50 students. In this research, the 
researcher chose a total sampling technique in 
selecting sample. Moreover, there were only 
two classes on the second-year students of SMP 
Negeri 12 Palu. 
Technique of data collection is the way to 
get accurate data in order to support the success 
of this research .The researcher used test to 
collected data. In this research, the researcher 
use pre-test and post-test to find out the 
students’ progress and proficiency. 
The researcher used voice recorder to 
record the student’s speaking during the test in 
order to assess the students’ accurately. The 
researcher used two kinds of the test to collect 
data related to the students’ ability in speaking 
English. They are pretest and posttest. The 
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pretest is give before the treatment. The posttest 
after conducting the treatment. 
The researcher taught the experimental 
group using short dialogue. The research did six 
meetings in which the first meeting was used 
for a pretest and the last meeting was used for a 
posttest.  
After doing observation and pretest, the 
researcher gave the treatment to the students in 
six times with different topics by using short 
dialogue. Before giving the treatment, the 
researcher explained the procedure of the short 
dialogue. In the treatment, she taught the 
students to tell a short dialogue. The first step 
was the teacher gave the students some 
questions related to the topic. Then she asked 
them to make a short dialogue while she 
monitored them and helped them if they found 
some difficulties. Each meeting lasted for 2x40 
minutes. 
Hypothesis is criteria to measure the data 
whether it is accepted or rejected. Here are the 
criteria: If the t-counted is equal to or higher 
than the t-table, the hypothesis of this research 
is accepted or the technique can develop the 
student’s speaking skill. If the t-counted is 
lower than the t-table, it means that the 
hypothesis is rejected or the treatment done by 
the researcher cannot develop the students’ 
speaking skill. In this case the treatment does 
not give any contribution to the students. 
 
FINDINGS 
The researcher tested the students both 
before and after the treatment. The pretest was 
conducted in the first meeting. It was 
administrated in order to find out the students’ 
speaking skill before the treatment. The 
treatment was given to improve the student 
Speaking Skill. The posttest was conducted at 
the end of the treatment in order to find out the 
effectiveness of treatment by using Short 
Dialogue. 
The researcher conducted the 
observation to Grade VIII students of SMP 
Negeri 12 Palu. There are several results 
obtained. First, the students had difficulty to 
speak. Second, the students lacked of 
vocabulary to speak. Third, the students have 
low confidence because their grammar are poor. 
Based in this fact, the researcher wanted to help 
the students developing their English 
particularly ability in speaking English.  
The researcher conducted the pretest to 
the students on August 30th, 2018. It was given 
in other find out the students prior knowledge 
before the treatment. After computing the data, 
she found that 3 students were successful while 
25 students  failed.  The result  of  pretest is 
presented in the following table. 
 
Table 1 The Result of the Pretest of 
Experimental Group 
No Initial 
Pretest 
Category Qualification 
Score 
1 A 76.92 Fair Successful 
2 AA 67.69 Poor Failed 
3 Af 56.92 Poor Failed 
4 AS 66.15 Poor Failed 
5 ASn 75.38 Fair Successful 
6 Az 67.69 Poor Failed 
7 D 60.00 Very Poor Failed 
8 FOY 67.69 Poor Failed 
9 FRA 63.08 Poor Failed 
10 HS 61.54 Very Poor Failed 
11 IR 67.69 Poor Failed 
12 JO 73.85 Poor Failed 
13 L 64.62 Poor Failed 
14 M 73.85 Poor Failed 
15 MA 69.23 Poor Failed 
16 MAI 69.23 Poor Failed 
17 MI 56.92 Very Poor Failed 
18 R 73.85 Poor Failed 
19 RA 66.15 Poor Failed 
20 RF 70.77 Poor Failed 
21 RFo 53.85 Very Poor Failed 
22 S 78.46 Fair Successful 
23 SP 61.54 Very Poor Failed 
24 SR 70.77 Poor Failed 
25 WMY 73.85 Poor Failed 
Total  1688 
Average 67.52 
 
After computing the students’ score in 
pretest, the researcher found the low score of 
students is 53.85 and the highest score is 78.46. 
To find out the mean score of the students, the 
researcher applied the mean formula. The 
Pretest mean score of the students is 67.52. It 
indicates that the students lacked in Speaking 
Skill before the treatment. 
The researcher conducted the posttest 
for the students. It was given to find out the 
students speaking ability after the treatment. 
After computing the data, she found that 15 
students were successful while 10 students were 
failed. The result of posttest is presented in the 
table 2. 
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The students posttest mean score is 
75.08. Comparing pretest and posttest, the result 
indicates that the implementation of short 
dialogue can develop the speaking skill of the 
Grade VIII at SMP Negeri 12 Palu. It was 
proved by students’ scores in posttest. 
 
Table 2  The Result of Posttest 
No Initial 
Posttest 
Score 
Category Qualification 
1 A 84.62 Good Successful 
2 AA 70.77 Poor Failed 
3 Af 69.23 Poor Failed 
4 AS 69.23 Poor Failed 
5 Asn 80.00 Fair Successful 
6 Az 76.92 Fair Successful 
7 D 70.77 Poor Failed 
8 FOY 76.92 Fair Successful 
9 FRA 72.31 Poor Failed 
10 HS 75.38 Fair Successful 
11 IR 76.92 Fair Successful 
12 JO 80.00 Fair Successful 
13 L 70.77 Poor Failed 
14 M 78.46 Fair Successful 
15 MA 76.92 Fair Successful 
16 MAI 73.85 Poor Failed 
17 MI 63.08 Poor Failed 
18 R 83.08 Fair Successful 
19 RA 75.38 Fair Successful 
20 RF 83.08 Fair Successful 
21 RFo 66.15 Poor Failed 
22 S 83.08 Fair Successful 
23 SP 64.62 Poor Failed 
24 SR 76.92 Fair Successful 
25 WMY 78.46 Fair Successful 
Total  1876.92   
Average 75.08   
 
After getting the mean score of pretest 
and posttest, the researcher continued to count 
the mean deviation and square deviation. The 
computation above shows that the value of the 
t-counted is 14.48. In order to find the 
significant difference of the test, the researcher 
compared the value of the t-counted with the 
value of t-table. It is done to determine the 
effect of short dialogue on developing students' 
speaking skill of the Grade VIII at SMP Negeri 
12 Palu. 
The hypothesis testing is intended to 
know whether the hypothesis of this research is 
accepted or rejected. The researcher needs to 
test it based on the result of data analysis. The 
researcher found that the t-counted is 14.48. In 
order to know the significant difference of the 
test, the researcher compared the value of the t-
counted with the value of t-table. Since, degree 
of freedom (df) = N-1= 25-1=24 by applying 
0.05 level of significant, the researcher found 
that t-counted 11.82 is higher than t-table 
24(1.711). It can be concluded that the 
researcher hypothesis is accepted. In other 
words short dialogue is effective to be applied 
in developing students speaking skill at grade 
VIII of students of  SMP Negeri 12 Palu. 
 
DISCUSSION 
 In this part, the researcher discusses 
some points which concern with the result of 
study. Before the researcher applied short 
dialogue as a technique for her treatment, the 
researcher conducted the observation to the 
Grade VIII students at SMP Negeri12 Palu and 
interviewed the teacher. She observed directly 
the teaching and learning process. She found 
some problems faced by the students in learning 
English. Most of the students were not 
interested in learning English. It made them did 
not pay attention when the teacher explained the 
material. It was caused by the teacher did not 
use specific technique in teaching English. She 
taught students using worksheet. The teacher 
explained the topic in the LKS and then she 
gave tasks to the students in the LKS. 
Moreover,  she did not use media. 
 After the researcher observed the 
teaching and learning process, the researcher 
gave test to the students. The first test was 
conducted before treatment. After getting the 
data, the researcher analyzed the data by using 
the certain formula. The result of data analyzed 
showed that the pre-test mean score result was 
67.51. These result indicated that almost a half 
of students cannot speak English fluently. 
To solve the students problem, the 
researcher used short dialogue as a technique in 
conducting the treatment. By using short 
dialogue, the students were interested and being 
focused during teaching and learning process. It 
also stimulatined the students to make 
conversation with their own words. Through 
short dialogue, the students easy to  were 
delivere and receive information or ideas in the 
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conversation. The researcher did treatment for 
sixth meetings, and gave 2x40 minutes for each 
meeting. In the process of the treatment in every 
meeting, the researcher provided different 
materials to build the students speaking skill by 
showing short dialogue related to the materials 
and telling how to pronounce thewords 
correctly. After that, most of students felt 
improvement in their speaking skill. They could 
speak easily, quickly, few pauses and with 
mistakes. Furthermore, the researcher gave 
post-test to measure their speaking skill after 
the treatment. The result of post-test mean score 
is 75,08, indicating that the score of post test is 
higher than pre-test. Based on this result, the 
researcher concludes that using short dialogue 
can develop students speaking skill. 
The linkage between this research and 
related studies are that in research comes from 
Rahayu (2011) with the title: Developing 
speaking skill of grade VIII students at SMP 
Negeri 1 Dolo through short dialogue. She used 
documentation, observation, and test to collect 
data. The result of the research shows that most 
of the eight grade students’ of SMP Negeri 1 
Dolo possess has low capability in English. 
They are still confused and looked for the good 
way or technique to learn speaking skill. They 
immensely lack of vocabulary mastery, possess 
a poor motivation, and have an inconvenience 
atmosphere that may also influence the 
students’ mood during the teaching learning 
process. Short dialogue which relies its 
principle on constructivism can develop 
students speaking skill. 
The second research is from Maniku 
(2008) who conducted a research related to the 
short dialogue technique. She measured the 
students’ vocabulary, pronunciation, and 
grammar especially in sample present from in 
speaking. The result of this research is expected 
to be useful to improve students’ skill in 
learning English, especially learning speaking 
by showing them short dialogue. This research 
to find out that the use of short dialogue was 
more effective than other techniques, because 
the students felt improvement in their skill of 
English especially in speaking. The difference 
between my research and the previous is the 
scope of the research, in my reseacrh 
investigation I focus on (fluency and accuracy), 
while previous ones deal with all of the 
speaking components.  
 
CONCLUSION  
Based on the result of data analysis, the 
researcher concludes that using short dialogue 
develops the student’s speaking skill at SMPN 
12 Palu. Short dialogue in developing speaking 
skill has a significant effect. It can be applied to 
develop the students speaking skill. The 
students were enthusiast in learning speaking, 
they were motivated, and they could learn 
speaking easier, therefore, after they had got 
better score in the posttest It can be seen from 
the statistic analysis that t-counted is 11.82 by 
applying 0.05 level of significance with 24 
degree of freedom (df), alternative - hypothesis 
was accepted because the t-counted was higher 
than t-table. It means that short dialogue is 
effective to be applied in the process of teaching 
and learning speaking.  
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